
 

 
STRATFORD POLICE SERVICES BOARD 

 

 

A meeting of the Stratford Police Services Board was held on the 25th day of May, 2017 at 4:30 
pm, Kiwanis Community Centre. 

 
PRESENT:   Dan Mathieson (Chair), Graham Bunting, Tim Doherty, Peter Hyde, Rosemary 

Tanner, Chief Mike Bellai, Inspector Sam Theocharis, Inspector Steve Shaw and Pat Shantz – 
Executive Assistant. 

 

ALSO PRESENT:     Mike Mitchell, MPM Consulting 
       Duane Sprague, OAPSB, Zone 5 

 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

1.         Call to order 

 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 

 
2.  Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof 

 

Peter Hyde declared a pecuniary interest in the April 2017 accounts for the rental of 154 Downie 
Street as his wife owns the building. 

 
 

3.     Adoption of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 20th, 2017 
 

MOTION by Graham Bunting | Tim Doherty  

That the minutes of the regular meeting of April 20th, be adopted as presented.    
Carried. 

 
 

4. Hearings of Deputations and Presentations  

 
 4.1     Optimism Place 

 
Anne McDonnell and Julie White attended the Board meeting to provide an update regarding 

Optimism Place.   They currently have an operating budget of $1M and 20 staff members.  They 
look forward to working with the Service and moving forward. 

 

Julie White, the Sexual Assault Services Developer, provided an update regarding the symposium 
recently held in Chatham regarding the Philadelphia Model.  She advised that funding is coming 

available for communities to set up the Model and they will be looking at four communities. No 
proposal is required, however, they do require an expression of interest in the form of a letter. 

They also require the Service to commit to creating a review committee of advocates and to 

follow the Model regarding transparency, not redacting information and keeping all of the 
investigation files open to the advocacy review committee.   The funding is to enable Sunny 

Marriner  to present to the Service, and the hospital and other police services can also be invited 
to attend.   She will provide training, help to train the reviewers and work with the review team 

on how to share information and best practices regarding communication and procedures.  Julie 

advised that doing the training would be a good start. 
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Sunny Marriner is currently the Executive Director of the Ottawa Rape Crisis Centre and has been 
working on the Philadelphia Model for the past 17 years. 

 
Rosemary Tanner attended the symposium on behalf of the Board and advised that the main 

objective and success of the Philadelphia Model has shown that once a case is closed, there is 

still more work to do.   She added that the Model is the gold standard in the United States 
regarding sexual assault cases.  

 
Chief Bellai added that he is familiar with the Philadelphia Model and has been looking at it 

extensively.   He suggested that it would be a good idea for Optimism Place and the Service to 

work together to secure funding. 
 

MOTION by Graham Bunting | Rosemary Tanner  
That the Stratford Police Service work together with Optimism Place to secure 

funding for the Philadelphia Model.   Carried.  
 

Alicia Houston provided an update regarding a survey sent out to victims of sexual assault.  The 

survey was posted on April 10th and 31 surveys have been completed to date.  Out of the surveys 
received, 20% of the respondents noted that they had contacted the police and 50% didn’t tell 

anyone.   Four percent went to the hospital for treatment, however, the lack of a rape kit at the 
Stratford Hospital was a main reason for not attending at the hospital.  Some victims were unable 

to leave the area to attend at other hospitals due to transportation or other issues.  Six percent 

left Perth County and went to Kitchener or London where there was a kit.  Seventy-seven percent 
wished that a kit in Perth County was an option while others wouldn’t go to the local hospital in 

case they see someone they know.   A common theme is the misunderstanding of consent by 
victims and service providers and victims feel as though they are being interrogated as if they 

had done something wrong.    

 
 

5. Business Arising from Previous Minutes 
 

 5.1 Unfounded Sexual Assault Cases – Update 
 

 The Chief advised that the review is progressing well.  Inspector Shaw has completed the 

review and has submitted his draft report and the data to the Peel Regional Police Service for 
review by Inspector Trepte. 

 
 

6.    Receipt of Monthly Statistic Reports –  April 2017 

 
The Chief reviewed the reports with the Board and advised that he doesn’t have any major 

concerns.    There was a decrease in calls for service in comparing April 2017 to April 2016.  
Regarding the RMS Crime Report, the amount of frauds continues to fluctuate depending on CRA 

calls that are reported.   
 

Graham Bunting asked that overtime hours along with the reasons for the overtime be included 

in the Statistic Reports going forward.  
 

MOTION by Peter Hyde | Graham Bunting  
That the Monthly Statistic Reports for April, 2017 be received.    Carried. 

 

 
7. Approval of Monthly Accounts –  April 2017 

 
The Chief reviewed the accounts with the Board and advised that the accounts are trending well.  

There should be 33.2% remaining at this time and the budget is currently at 32.7%.  He advised 
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that the deficit under Law Enforcement of approximately $21,000 will be offset from grant money 
received through the Smart Grant Program.    

 
Motion by Rosemary Tanner | Tim Doherty 

That the monthly accounts for April 2017, with the exception of the accounts 
regarding the rent for 154 Downie Street, be approved for payment.  Carried. 

 

Motion by Tim Doherty | Graham Bunting   
That the accounts for the rent for 154 Downie Street for April 2017, be approved for 

payment.     Carried.   
 

 

8. Police Association Business 
 

There was no Police Associate business. 
 

 
9. Public Complaints 

 

The Chief advised that there were no public complaints to report. 
 

 
10. Correspondence   

 

The Chief advised that the Service held an open house for Police Week and approximately 400-
500 people attended.    

 
A grant application has been submitted regarding the Reduce Impaired Driving Everywhere 

(RIDE) Grant Program. 

 
All patrol officers have been updated regarding the Driver’s Licence Suspensions for Unpaid 

Fines. 
 

 
11. Consent Items 

 

        11.1     Taxi Licenses 
 

The Chief advised that an application had been received from Brian Hawley with respect to a taxi 
license. 

 

Motion by Peter Hyde | Rosemary Tanner 
That, on the recommendation of the Chief, Brian Hawley be approved for a taxi 

license.   Carried. 
 

 
12. New Business 

 

There was no new business. 
 

  
13. Next Meeting  

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 29th, 2017, @ 4:30 pm. 
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14. Adjournment 

 
Motion by Tim Doherty | Rosemary Tanner  

That the meeting adjourn to an In Camera session to discuss personal matters about 

identifiable individuals, to reconvene in open session if required.    Carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 pm. 
 

        “Dan Mathieson” 

             
ps          Chair – Dan Mathieson  


