
 

 
STRATFORD POLICE SERVICES BOARD 

 

 

A meeting of the Stratford Police Services Board was held on the 12th day of September, 2017 at 
4:00 pm, Council Chamber, City Hall. 

 
PRESENT:   Dan Mathieson (Chair), Graham Bunting, Tim Doherty, Peter Hyde, Rosemary 

Tanner, Chief Mike Bellai, Inspector Gerry Foster and Pat Shantz – Executive Assistant. 
 

 

M I N U T E S 
 

1.         Call to order 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  

 
 

2.  Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof 

 
Peter Hyde declared a pecuniary interest in the July and August 2017 accounts for the rental of 

154 Downie Street as his wife owns the building.  
 

 

3.     Adoption of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 2nd, 2017 
 

MOTION by Rosemary Tanner | Graham Bunting   
That the minutes of the regular meeting of August 2nd, 2017, be adopted as 

presented.    Carried. 
 

 

4. Hearings of Deputations and Presentations  
 

 4.1 Julia Opie – Accessibility of Taxi By-law 
 

Julia Opie, the Accessibility Coordinator for Stratford and Perth County, provided an overview 

rearding the current Taxi By-law and advised that some amendments need to be made to reflect 
changes to the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) and bring it up to 

requirements of the legislation.  
 

    the fees charged for one or two people should be the same for everyone, including people 

with accessibility needs.  This will remove additional charges for a support person. 
 

 include the handling of mobility devices to ensure no fees are charged. 

 

 reference to the AODA should be included in the by-law 

 
 ensure accessible cabs are part of the wording of the by-law 

 

 the document should be in an accessible format for the website  

 
 there are some definitions that should be clarified or added – cabs, service animals, 

support person 

 

 service animals – individuals carry documentation with them that can be requested by the 

taxi driver 
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 indicate that all holders of taxi licenses require training on the Customer Service Standard 

under the AODA and the Ontario Human Rights Code as it pertains to persons with 
disabilities and the City of Stratford’s Accessible Customer Service Policy.   Julia has created a 

brochure that can be used for the training.  Taxi drivers can simply read over the brochure 
and sign off.   Records should be kept either by the Board or the Service as proof that 

training has taken place.   

 
 Drivers are obligated to provide tariff information in an accessible format when requested. 

 

MOTION by Graham Bunting | Rosemary Tanner 
That the current taxi by-law be referred to the City’s solicitor and that Julia Opie 

work with the solicitor to ensure that the required changes are made to the by-law 

pursuant to the AODA and the current legislation.    Carried.    
 

The Chair advised the Board that he had a conversation with Brad Rickert, owner of Radio Cab.  
Mr. Rickert feels that the Board is regulating rates outside of the City limits that are not in its 

prevue.   He also advised the Chair that the fee for groceries and luggage would be removed, 
however, the fee for delivering groceries and packages is not the same and the fee would be the 

same as the passenger rates. 

 
 

5. Business Arising from Previous Minutes 
 

There was no business arising.  

 
 

6.    Receipt of Monthly Statistic Reports –  July & August 2017 
 

Inspector Foster reviewed the Statistical Reports with the Board.  In comparing July 2016 to July 

2017, he advised that there was an increase in break and enters due to sheds being broken into 
and the Service continues to deal with thefts from unlocked vehicles.   The statistics for August 

2016 to August 2017 reflect the same increases. 
 

Inspector Foster had no concerns regarding the month to month statistics for July and August. 
 

Discussion followed regarding the initiatives being taken regarding the thefts from sheds and 

unlocked cars. 
 

Discussion followed regarding bike licensing.   Graham Bunting asked if the licensing was helpful 
in the return of stolen bikes to their owners.  The Chief agreed to provide the information at the 

next meeting.  It was felt that it would be helpful if the bike retailers could suggest to anyone 

purchasing a bike that it would be beneficial to purchase a license and perhaps give them the 
required form to be filled out and handed in at City Hall.  

 
MOTION by Tim Doherty | Peter Hyde  

That the Monthly Statistic Reports for July and August, 2017 be received.    Carried. 
 

 

7. Approval of Monthly Accounts –  July & August 2017 
 

The Chief reviewed the accounts with the Board and advised that 58.1% of the budget has been 
used as of the end of July.  As at the end of August, 66.4% has been used.  The accounts are 

trending well and there were no concerns from the Chief or the Board. 
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Motion by Peter Hyde | Graham Bunting  

That the monthly accounts for July and August 2017, with the exception of the 
accounts regarding the rent for 154 Downie Street, be approved for payment.  

Carried. 
 

Motion by Tim Doherty | Rosemary Tanner   

That the accounts for the rent for 154 Downie Street for July and August 2017, be 
approved for payment.     Carried.   

 
 

8. Police Association Business 

 
There was no Police Association business.   

 
 

9. Public Complaints 
 

The Chief advised that there is one complaint currently with the OIRPD.   

 
One complaint was received by the City and forwarded to the Chief.   It has been investigated by 

the Service and subsequently withdrawn by the complainant.  
 

 

10. Correspondence   
 

No correspondence had been received. 
 

 

11. Consent Items 
 

There were no consent items to discuss. 
 

 
12. New Business 

 

 12.1 Philadelphia Model Pilot Project  
 

The Chief advised that the City has officially been accepted as a pilot site for the Philadelphia 
Model.  A training session with Sonny Marriner took place last week and a plan is in place with 

Optimism Place moving forward.  The next step is to select a team of advocates and train them 

on how to go through the cases and what to look for.  Other Services in Ontario have shown 
interest in the project asking to sit in on the training.  All the costs will be covered by the grant 

received through the program.   The Chief and Inspector Shaw from the Service will also receive 
the training.  

 
The Chief advised that the Service will provide the space to the team to review the cases along 

with laptops.  A folder will be available with all of the sexual assault cases that are unfounded or 

cleared without charges to be reviewed.   The team’s report will go back to Inspector Shaw 
indicating cases to be revisited.  The cases will then go back to the investigator and reported 

back to the team. 
 

 12.2 Detective Constable James Jardine 

 
Graham Bunting offered his congratulations to Detective Constable James Jardine for a job well 

done in solving a 17 year old missing person case. 
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13. Next Meeting  
 

The Chair advised that the next meeting set for Thursday, October 19th, 2017, at 4:30. 
 

 

14. Adjournment 
 

Motion by Peter Hyde | Graham Bunting 
That the meeting adjourn to an In Camera session to discuss personal matters about 

identifiable individuals, to reconvene in open session if required.    Carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 pm. 

 
            “Dan Mathieson” 

             
ps          Chair – Dan Mathieson  


